
a57?9!! 
October 13, 2003 

Docket C1erMU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-16248] e /d3 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the hture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements i?om USSM to MLL in order to bring 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 

(Signature) 
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Ootobar 13, 2003 

Docket C1erWU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [NLARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U. S .  Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fbture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealifl requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fdteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U.S.-ff ag fleet perlorming military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 
application to transfer the MSP operating in order to bring 

Sincerely, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

L ,  

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements ~RAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management OJSSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fbture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bring 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

stability and reliability back to MSP. \ ?  



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washngton, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fhture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 
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October 13,2003 

Docket C1erldU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1 , Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements WRAD-2003-162481 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements flom U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, ahd the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the hture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

Sincerely, Q-QJ-VLu ~ CLhrC 

(Signature) 

Name: 

Address: 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401 , Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements WRAD-2003-162481 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U. S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U. S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exact& the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

,&,d,& ./Lfk~ Sincerely, 
(Signature) 

Name: 

Address: 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements WRAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U. S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fbture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealiR and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agr ements fio 
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The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

SSM to ML,L in order to bring 

stability and reliability back to MSP. / kN**;3 .i 

Name: 7 (Signature) 

2/G[& / 
Address: 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkRJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements m-2003-162481 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fiReen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements fiom U.S. Ship 
Management 0. It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fiture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant, marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MI,L in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on ~e matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order to bring 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 

Sincerely, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401 , Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements ~RAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the hture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealie requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

/ 

' (SignatureJ 

? 4- <- f ' ,  --. . - Sincerely, - .-,,A,*. . 

1 - -- . 



October 13, 2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir:  

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements fiom U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fbture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements fiom USS 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

Sincerely, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements wRAD3003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fbture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bring 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

- -  

stability and reliability back to MSP. 

Name: 

;fit&. MJ? %/as* 
Address: *//bU if+*/?// 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erMu.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements F3[GRAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements fiom U.S. Ship 
Management 0. It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U. S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the Wure of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bring 

Sincerely, '\Lv' 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 1 & 
,&/b i ;  &$ 
(Signatwe) 

Name: 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkRJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1 , Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

. !  . <  

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

TI 
In 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 
ansportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 

Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

Sincerely, 
-- 



October 13,2003 
- 1  

Docket C1erldU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

. I  

.i I 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements WRAD-2003-162481 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements fiom U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the hture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exact& the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to h4LL in order to bring 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U. S. 

- - -  

stability and reliability back to MSP. 
Sincerely, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements wRAD-Z003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U. S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U. S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's U. S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactly the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

> 
c 

Sincerely , (,u i 3  6 . 2  f.A,./ 
i '  / L  

I (Signa2ure) 
7 -  Name: 

Address: 
/ L h Z I l f  I ' 3  t - l d  k/.h )" g 

f c f 3  H I 4  t - L , , u  (. 7 



October 6,2003 

. ?  _ -  
Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401 I Nassif Building 
Depmmznr of Transponarion 
400 Seventh Street, S. W .  
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Applicatioo for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements 1NiARQD-2Q03-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

1 am w-riting to express saang suppan for Maersk Line, Limired's (NLL) request IO 
transfn the fifteen Maririme Security Program (MSP) operating agreemenrs from US. Ship 
Managemenr (USSM). 11 is imponant io US.-flag shipping. national security, and rhe stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
serve aboard the vessels, 1 believe ir is virally imponanr that rfus maner come M a close. The 
crews on board rhese vessels wan1 - in fact need - ceminry about who will be rhr vessel 
operaror. Transferring the vessel operating agreemars IO MLL provides rhe long-term cenainry 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in &e p r o ~ m  that are critical to the U.S.-flag 
inerchan: marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operaaror thar provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment 0ppO"iTieS for seafarers. 
Sueamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical IO military sealift md M improved commercial operations by M U .  Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management suuctures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's U.S.-fiag fleet performing military missions. 

Transponarion Command, Tlus maner has been pending wirh rhe agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Impcnanrly, both rhe House and b e  Senare bills, currently being debated in a House-Se~are 
conference, contain provisions permimng amily rhe ?ium urrangemmr as socght by MLL in its 
application to It4AUD. Conrinud indecision CT! this maner will adversely i%pacsr seafarers, 
military sealift, and rhe MSP grogran. 

ARer nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all csncemed hwe had an oppem.mLiy to 
review the issues, c o r n "  an the marter, and discuss with the Department and she agency, Qx 
rime has come to bring this maner KO closure. I srrongly wge MpdhAB to approve the 
application 10 rrmsfkr the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MHL in 2rder 50 bnng 
sabiliw a;rd relizbifiry hack IO MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supponed by maritime labor a d  rhe US. 

Slnterely, 

xU:"e: (y&E\; '-i7I-ic_ 
Address: /'Fd> Al O S Z Q  - +iLI, E\ - 

L z j ~ r y -  #4&C-. /LI-n 2 i i C I  



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-162481 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally important that this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exactZy the same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concemed have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 

I 
application to transfer the MSP operating agreements 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

time has come to bring this matter to closure. 

Sincerely, 



October 6,2003 

Docket C1erMJ.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Dqparrmmr of Transponation 
400 Seventh Street, S. W .  
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements lMARQD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir; 

1 am writing to express suong suppon for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maririme Security Program (MSP) operaring agreemenis from US. Ship 
Managemenr (USSM). 11 is imponant to US.-flag shippbg, national security, and rhe stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminkamtion (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Manne Engineers’ Beneficial Associanon (MEBA) Officer who can serve m&or do 
serve aboard the vessels, I believe ir is virally imponant rhar rhis man= come u) a close. The 
crews on board tbese vessels want - in fact need - cenainty abour who will be the vessel 
operalor. Transfming the vessel operating ag~eemcnrs IO MLL prbvidrs rhe long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.-flag 
merchm marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respecred commercial operator thar provides vital assets and sysfems nceded to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining [he management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-tlzird of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to milimy sealift and M improved cornmcrcial operarions by MILL, Approval of 
the application will e!hinate duplicative management suuciwes and more closely inregrare the 
mmagemenr of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U.S.-flag fleet performing m i l i * w  missions. 

The transfer application has been smngly supponed by manrime labor and the V S  
Trmsponarion C o m a $ .  Trus maner b s  been pending wirh %he agency since November 2902. 
!n the intenening time, Congress has m d e  significant progress on 3 reaurhonzed MSP 
Imponmtly, both the House and f ie  Seaate bills, cunently being debated in a House-Senm 
conference, contain provisions permimng exacr!y rhe some urmngemenr as sou& by MLL in its 
application to NIAlUD Contisued indecision on this master will adversely m p m  seafarers, 
milrrwy seeziift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where 2!1 cancemed have an sppcrpaity IQ 

r e v h  &e issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Depanmenr ?ad the ageency, $e 
rime has come IO bring this mafter te closure. I strmgly urge Mt%WiB 10 approve the 
appiisariori IO rrmnsfkr the MSP opeating agseemen 
szabilirj m d  reliability back to MSP. 

bb in order to k m g  

“ le :  

Address; 



TCITRL P. ai 


